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� 1/3 of trans*people attempt to commit suicide as an adult 
according to the British “Engendered Penalties” Study (n=873).

� According to a study of the First Spanish Gender Identity Unit
(n=100) more than one half of transgender people is 
unemployed (53%). 

� 33 trans*people have been murdered in Europe (CoE) in the 
last 30 months according to Transgender Europe's 
Transrespect versus Transphobia project (TvT).
Alone in 2009 ten reports were from within the EU.
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Transgender Terms

Trans*person / Transgender Person:

Someone whose gender identity does not correspond  to 
the gender he or she got assigned at birth. This includes 
transsexual, transgender, gender variant and genderqueer 
people, transvestites, crossdressers and no gender people.

Gender Identity:

Each person’s deeply felt internal and individual experience 
of gender 
→ every human has a gender identity

Trans-woman:

Person who was born male and identifies as female.

Trans-man:

Person who was born female and identifies male
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Discrimination of 
Transgender People

� Direct Discrimination

– Hate crimes

– Access to goods and services, labour 
market, vocational training, education, etc

� Indirect / Structural Discrimination

– Impossibility to change name and gender

– Legal recognition of gender identity

Lack of proper national and EU 
legislation!
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Hate Crimes

� OSCE identifies transgender people as a particular 
vulnerable group in the category of homophobic hate crimes

� 79% of trans*people reported negative comments, verbal, 

physical or sexual abuse or threatening behaviour in public 

(European Hate Crime Study 2009, Press for Change)

� According to the TvT project of TGEU 19 trans*people where 

killed in the EU in 2008 and 2009

� Hate crime protection by law

� Hate crime reporting
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Anti Discrimination Legislation

From: „Transgender People and the Gender Recast Directive“
ILGA Europe Publication

� Only Transsexual 
people are covered 
according to present EU 
Directives (Gender 
'recast') and ECJ rulings 
(P v. S, ECJ 1996) 

� No uniform coverage in 
memberstates' laws

� Puts trans people in a 
limbo state of uncertainty!
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Legal Gender Recognition

� Changing name and gender is key for 
transgender people’s lives

� In some states this is not possible at all: 

�violates the right to privacy Art. 7 Fundamental 
Rights Charter (ECtHR B v France in 1992!) 

Most member states require unreasonable 
conditions to change name and gender!
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Name&Gender =
Entry to society

Without name and gender recognition trans 
people are marked as transgender:

� ID cards, credit and bank cards

� School and university degrees

Leads to stigmatization in every aspect of life!

� Participation in social life: impossible

� Traveling: impossible 

� Finding a job: impossible
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Gender Recognition 
Legislation

Many states have unreasonable conditions to change 
name and gender

− Sterilization / permanent infertility

− Sex reassignment surgery

− Divorce

� Violates basic human rights

� Right to freedom of movement

� Right to physical integrity

� Choice of medical interventions

� Transgender people need a possibility to change 
name and gender in an accessible and quick way
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Conclusions

� Protection from hate crimes by the law 
including reporting and documenting 
procedures

� Anti discrimination legislation has to include all 
transgender people

– gender-identity has to be explicitly listed!

� European gender equality measures have to 
explicitly include all transgender people

� Transgender people need a possibility to 
change name and gender in an accessible and 
quick way


